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TWO HOURS OF FIRE

IN THE POST OFFICE
Electric Light Wires Start a Blaze Which
Fatally Burns a Newsh y, Destroys Part

of the Basement and Ms a Mill-
ion Pieces of Mail in Banger.

NO MAIL MATTER LOST.'

Prompt Action by the Employes Removed to a

riuce of Safety the Sacks Just Received
frem the Enrop a.i Steamers.

FLOODS OF WATER POURED IN

The New York Post Oflica was on tiro for nearly
two h' -ors last

*iu<;h ot the uorih end of the basement floor,
used tor the distribution cf l'.ewnpaper mail, was

destroyed, with nil the machinery and tbo oleotrio
light plant of the ofUoe.
So sudden was the outbreak cf the ilata«s that a

little U"Wsboy, who had crawled for warmth into a

ventilator >n the Mall street Hide, was ca'iKht In
their swift approach and fatally burned before he
coul i extricate hiaisel .

No iua'1 matter was burned, though wine was injuredby water.
The £ro started f-l twenty-seven minutes to

eleven o'clock. There were theu between three
hundred and four hundred men employed in the
building under tho charge of Night Managers
Alexander lTaff and Charles flail.
In ibe newspaper department on the basement

a. una nmnlnriifl who WOffl

sorting and distributing Saturday night's heavy
newspaper mail ancl caring for tho mail from the
ocean steamships which had just come in.

J-T.ovr AS ELECTIfcJO BPAltK.

Soma of these men who wore at work at the extremenorth end of the basement, where the electriclight f la'it is separated from the rest of tho
bastment, by a Wooden partition, saw a light flash
of hlno'fiarao near the top of the partition.

Tli'.-y .paid no attention to it. They had fre.
qu<.uily before noticed such flashes from tho electric.ight wires which run over the top of the
partition and thenco lead to all parts of the building.
Almost Instantly afterward the flame changed

from blue to yellow, uud the whole wooden partitionand all that end of the building seemed to
burst iuto lire.
The whole thing took scarcely a second or two.

Ho one bad even thought to sound an alarm.
Now the clerks ran in terrified haste up stairs,

shouting an alarm as they went.
When they got into Mail street dense clouds of

smoke Were pouring tip through the ventilators
and tiio crevices of the platform upon which the
mails are received from tha wagons.
Near the main entranoe on Mail street a flame

was already working its way up through the timbersof the platform.
SMOKE IN CLOUDS.

Alarms were rung in from the nearest boxes.
When the firemen came the whole first floor of the
Post office and all the streets about the building
were filled with smoke and the fire was roaring in
the basement and pouring out through all the
Ope ,ings.
The fire vvae a particularly hard one to. fight.

The smoke wax unusually dense and suffocating, and
made it impossible to see whero-tha fire wan. The
fireman c:.«iiped holes into the outxide .pUtform.
and through them tried to flood the basement.
To pet info the basement with a hose was *

simple imj ossibility, Even to walk about on the
first floor above the Are was a very difficult feat.
The smoke was so thick that, the eleotric lights
could hardly be seen.

THE BASEMENT FLOOIIED.
Other alarms were sent out until there were a

dozen engines at work, but it was not until after
midnight that the water they were flooding into
the basement seemed to have any effect.
The bastment of the building extends tinder its

entire length ana Dreaatn ana is cauea tne
second class mail department. The immense
space is occupied by "dunderbergs" or round
distributing tables, th rty or forty feet in diameter,with boxes for different mail routes or cities.
There is one of these "dunderbergs" for almost
every State in the Union.
The newspaper mails before, and again after

they have been distributed at these tablet, lie
around tne sides of the room' stacked up in cloth
sack*.
1 he electric light plant is situated in an extensionof the basement under the Pont Office road-

way which runs along the north end of the build- i
iug and bet een it and the Mail street sidewalk.
In the electrical department were four dynamos,
-which supplied the entire building with light.
The boi.ers and engines which operated the dynamoswere iu a sub-cellar directly under the

electric department.
"ft hen the ti'-e started there was no one in the

electric department except an assistant electrician
who knew nothing about the fire until it was underway and then he could do nothing but run to
save himself.

STEAM8BIP MAILS SAVED.
At that moment the steamship mails were arriv-

ing. 'lhe mail brought from Bremen by the Havel
was alread ia. That of the Celtic, from Liverpool,
was just being brought down. The Etruria's mails
were also at the door.
All of these valuable mails were saved by the

prompt action of the employes. In the first few
Eucments of the fire they dragged out of the buildingnearly two thousand pouches of foreign and
lomestie matter. To do this they abandoned all
iheir heavy clothing, which was hung iu lockers
ground the sides of the room.
In the basement were fully 1,000,000 pieces of

mail.
On the first or ground floor, which 1s the letter

or first class mail department, 160 clerks
were at work distributing letters and preparingthem to be sent out. At the
tlrst alarm they swept all their wi rk into sacks,
emptied all the boxes and stored the whole lot in
the extreme southwestern corner of the building
as fai away from the fire as possible.
In this way it happened that there was no latter

mail at any time iu danger. The newspaper mails
were saved by sheer good luck. The registered letterand cashier's departments were far from the
scene of the fire.

SAVING A NEWfBOY.
People walking through Mail street, as the

thoroughfare separating the Post Office building
from City .tail Park is called, have often noticed
an enormous corrugated iron ventilator rising
from the cellar of the Post Office building and
bending outward at the level cf the street, disclosinga wide mouthed opening.
Into this open space early in the evening

aiuseppe Yitcbaeii ana jonn ueroarino, two

newsboys, bad crawled to warm themselves. They
were fast asleep at the time the fire broke out.
The ventilating shaft communicated directly

with that portion of the Post Office which was in
flames. Thick, pungent volumes of smok passed
through tho shart first, uartly stupefying the lioj s.
Wlieu the tlames begun to heat the metal work
they were aroused.
Gerbarino was nearest to ;hc street. Ho at-

tempted to scramble oiit, but was uuabie to do
so unassisted. Iio cried for beip. Patrick
Miley, a driver of mail cart No. 1<,'Jl,
iit-ard the cries and ran to the boy's
assistance, lie lifted (jcrbarlno from out the shaft.
The boy whm burned about the face, hands and
arms and was taken to Chambers Street Hospital
for treatment.

MICHAELl's BK«0tJK DELAYED.
Miley asked him if there were any other boys in

the shaft, lie understood the boy to say no. JJo
was just about to assist in rescuing the
mail matter* when he heard faint luurKed cries
coming from the orifice. l;e attempted to crawl
into the shaft, but the heat and smoke drove him
fcack.
He called for assistance and Park Policemen John

Dwyor and John Croy responded. The men secui ed
an iiace and. assisted by the firemen who had at that
time reached tile scene, tore out the huge shaft and
reift:ised Michael).
The boy was frightfully burned about the
litre body. His hair and clothing were

in Haines. In removing hi3 clothes *t the Chambersstreet Hospital great shreds of ilt-sh came
off with his garments. His cries were pitiable.
I'he surgeons at tho hospital said that be would
undoubtedly die before morning.
Micliaeli gave his age as thirteen years and his

home as No. 47 Crosby street, where he lives with
bis parents.
Gerbareui is seventeen years old. of No. CG

Crosby street. He lives with his parents. He will
recover.

OVKBGOMK BY SMOKE.
Morris Stack, a fireman of Engine Company No.

27, was ov< rcorne by the smoke and fell to the floor
or thi> basement of the building unconscious.
One of his comrades stumbled over his
form in en.leavorine to run a line of hose into the
dynamo room.
Stack was carried to the street, where he re-

NEW TOR
covered by tbe aid of tbe fresh air and other remedieswhich wero speedily applied.

MAIL MAY ; E DAMAGED KY WATER.
Charles Hall, superineendent of tco newspaper

depariment, was «iboM to commence assorting 250
bafts of his class of mail matter that had just arrivedby the steamer Celtic when the fire was discovered.
The newspaper room was filled with smoke almostimmediately, and Mr. Hall and nis assistants

were forced to ne*k refuge. He said that ail told
there was between 1,500 and 2.0o0 sacks of mail
matier of his class in the room at the time.

l'o what extent it was damaged ho could not say.
Tho sacks are all canvas and will withstand
some moisture, but be i eared that some
of them would be badly damaged. if
no by fire by water, as the firem«n had located
the lire near the newspaper assorting - >om, and
were playing several streams of water into it.

CARING FOR ThXia BKCOBDS.
inspectors Cross and Crarc-y, of tho Customs Bureauin the Post Office, were in their room on the

second floor, in the eouth end of the building,
awaiting the distribution of the Celtic's mall.
The room was filled with smoke anil tho electric

lights went out, leaving them in darkness.
Hu.riedly placing tho records of the bureau
in the safe, they sought Superintendent Honey,
of the registry department, and Mr. Hopkins, of
the city ordinary "department, and together the
department nier. sought out tho foreign mail.
The registered letters were carried to SuperintendentJionoy's room for saf» keeping.

Six cart1 loads of ordinary matter had not yet
been taken into the building. It was unloaded "on
the street and covered with tarpaulin and watched
throughout the night.

COKDITJON OP T' S UAJ-IMEXT.
Shortly after midnight I walked through

the cellar with Superintendent Hall, who
was us coot and composiyi as though
a coailagration in the Post Office
was all ever dav occurrence. The floor was coveredwith about six iin hes or water, and the atmosplierewas dense with auiofce mid as h.-t as a
Turkish hath. The iron balustrades of the sttkirwayand around the assorting racks were steaming.
In the engine and eloctric light room everything

was b'.irued out and charred. Here, undoubtedly,
the lire originated, but whether it was owing to defectivemanagement of the machinery or some
detect in the dynamo the superin ti iidont was unpreparedto nay.

lust previous to the breaking out or' iho lice one
truck load of the mail of the incomingC.rlfiis b.id been rolled down into
tha collar. I* was composed ot stamped ciroulai'Qand n'iwBjiauers and o en oommimicatior)*.
There was not a. Single li tter on the fi.ior, which is
devoted excliv-'ively to the assortment of stamped
matter and parcels and 10 saoond ciassniail matter.
On our tour of inspection we tound the ba«s
from the Cc-ltio 111 good condition. They
were still resting upon the iron truck
which stanua some ten inches fr m the
ground auu coiisoqiieuny escapeu m-j iuuuuuh^u.

Tho bags wero spiaxhed by the hose, but not
hurt.

'Ihe remaining mail in ihe immediate vicinity of
tbo engine room was composed of two hundred'canvas tacks of New 'York mail which
was awaking assortment for tho outgoing
domestic and city deliveries in tue morning. The
ba^s were on tho lioor auj consequent^ got somewhat\VHt. The mail was stamped matter.circulars,stamped newspapers anu packages.
Superintendent Hull opeued several of the

sacks, and they soemed ruoUt, but otherwise
n.'t in tho least damaged. "They are all
right," said Superintendent Hall with a srniie of
satisfaction. "Some of the addresses may have
'run,' but otherwiso 1 think there will be
neither damage nor delay in their distribution."

FOST.UAS EU VAN COiT ANXIOUS.
After making his tour ol' inspection the Superintendentran to the telephone, where Postmaster

Van Cott had been ringing for him some time.
The Postmaster would have been upon the sceuo

had he not been confined for some days past to his
residence, on Clinton place, b7 sickness. Tie
Su; ermtendant telei boned the good news to tho
Postmaster that not a single letter had been hurt
or package or newspaper seriously damaged. "I
do not think that we will miss a single mail
either," said the Superintendent.
At one o'clock in the morning over a hundred

inen were engaged in assorting the mail, and the
ceiiar bad resumed its usual shipshape appearance,tnougu the men who were assorting had to
wade in water nearly up to their' knees ia going
about their work.

SEVEN GAKJLUEKS SUSPENDED.

SERIOUS CHARGES PREFERRED AGAINST ATTACHESOP POSTAL STATION E.
Seven collectors of mail matter of Postal Station

E are under suspension for an act of insubordination,which may result in the still more s rious
charge of obstructing the United States mails.
Station E is in the centre of the up town district

known as "New Africa." The name has been «iven
it to distinguish it irorn another section of the
city |u the neighborhood of Thompson street,
known fts -'/4ttle Africu." t

Both sections contain many residents whose ancestorswere reared under the tropical sun of the
Equator. The people, thougn not <jf European
extraction, keep up more largely than any other
nationality the time honored custom of sending
valentines. Their attempt to do so this year is accountablefor the act of insubordination mentioned.

,
The collectors of Station E made their rounds

as usual on 1-riday and returned to the offloe
weiguted down with plethoric sacks containing
missives ranging all the way from the penny comic
valentines to the most elaborate varieJy packed in
white pastebo.trd boxes.
There were al t arge number of notes written

on paper 01 delicate hue. The missives emitted
the unmistakab.e odor ot musk and lavender water.
The early morning collections were made as

UBiial. As the day Advanced the burdens of the
carriers increased unal at night several of the
men had to got the assistance of boys to aid them
in gathering the mass of valentines.
The seven suspended men had just returned

from the trip that ends at ten o'clock at night.
They were somewhat beh ndliand and were very
weary. The collectors are required before leaving
the office after making a rouud to "race uu" their
letters, so that the "stamper" may cancel the postagestamps without difficulty.
Two of them refused to '-lace up" their "catch."

They flung their sacks on the receiving tab e and
remarked that at ten o'clock their work was fin-
ished, The other men said they would not stay n
the others left, and they, too. hied out of the office.
The clerk in charge of the office at the time

was M. A. Wizner, the "caber up." He tried
to dissuade the men from leaving and told
them he would bo compelled 10 report them
for insubordination if they failed to completetheir "round up." They paid no
attention to him. They were reported to
Edward M. Morgan, general superintendent of the
city del very, yesterday moin;ng. Mr. Morgan
ordered tue men betore h.m and after inquiring
into the case suspended the entire seven, pending
a review of the case and a further examination by
Postmaster Van Cott
The names of the men could not be learned last

evening. K. Ten liyck, superintendent o.' Station
E, is sick and has not been at his post for several
days.
Clerk Wizner could not be found, and the other

clerks excused themselves from speaking.
Superintendent Morgan said that if the charge

against the men was sustained they would undoubtedlybe dismissed from the force by the PostmasterGeneral, lie said further:."I do not know
but that the ca*e falls properly under the head of
obstructing mail matter."

PROBABLY FATALLY BURNED.

Olive E. Clemens, a maiden lady fifty-one years
old, occupying a furnished room on the third
floor of No. 17 Renwick street, was probab y
fatally burned in her apartments last mghi. Miss
Clemens has been living in the house for some
years.
Last night she attempted to light a fire in a small

kerosene oil stovo when in some unexplained
manner her clothing caught tire, in n twinkling
she was enveloped iu litm s.

S>Uo ran about the room in a frantic endeavor to
puv out the fire. Her screams for assistance
brought in the neighbors, but before the ilaiuea
were finally extinguished she was in un unconae.ous
state.

IUflininf>iat
woman's burns aboui the neck ana brenst and taa
tact that sue had inhaled liumo would i: robabiy
cau«e her deatn,
bhe was tak»u to Chambers Street Hosjjital.

NAKKOW IkGAFLS A. A FiRE.

.Fire was discovered early yesterday morning iu
the top floor of the building in which is located
Wendel'a Assembly Rooms in West Forty-fourth
street. When Engine 54 reached the scone the
flames nad broken into the adjoining rooms. A
.second alarm was -em out, but wnen cho engines
arrived the fire was well under control.

iii.ru. Margaret Wendel, who occupied the top
floor of tbe building, esca ed d wn the staircasebefore the halls had become fl;ied with
siaofce, but htr eighteen-year-old son Charles was
slightly burned about the iace and hands whilj
trying to extinguish the flames. The loss was

$y,UOU; oause of the £re unknown.

LITTLE FAITH IN KOCH',-} LYMPH.

[by telegraph to the hebald.]
Chicago. 111., Feb. 14, 1891..Four vials of Koch'8

lymph were r-ceiv#d to-day by a physician of this
city lrom Professor Von Berxman, the Berlin surgeon.
Accompanying the lymph was a note from ProfessorVon Bergman certifying to the reliability of

the lymph, with the following postscript:."i must
confess, my dear Doctor, that 1 have very little
laith in the therapeutic value of Dr. &och's lymph.
I recall now only one case, of the many I have
seen, where there was beueficial result, aud that
was a ca>e of lupu.s"

'Ihe letter also states that the German physicians
have abandoned the lymph as a curr.tive, exceptiug
for patients who come to Berlin from a distance
and demand thf.t they be treated with it.
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show widespread grief.

,

Sorrow Over General Sherman's Death
and Sympathy for His Bereaved

Family Find Expression All
Over ihe Country.

PRESIDENT HARRISON'S MESSAGE.

He Announces to Congress the Loss to

the Na;ion in a Brief but

Eloquent Euiogy.

Throughout the city yesterday afternoon the Star

Spangled Banner floated at half-mast. It wan the
tribute of respect paid by every one who could to
the de.id General of the Army. The story of his
last hours and of his life is told on pages Sand 10
of this paper.
Telegrams coming from all over the country told

of grief everywheie sincere and deep over GeneralSherman's doath.
rl o the bereaved family came hundreds of expressionsof sympathy and condolence from comradescf the soldier and from friends of tho

family.
Tho President sent this message:.

Executive Mansion, 1
Washington. D. C., Veb. 14, 1B91.J

To How. John Shf.hman, New York:.
I loved and venerated General Sherman and

would stand verv aear to the more deeply a.iiicted
members of his family in tuts liourot bereavement.

It will bo as if tliero was one dead in every loyal
household in tho land.

I suggest thai the body bo borne through Washingtonand lie in stato for one day in the rotunda
of the Cai.'itol.

Piufcse adviso me of any arrangements made.
BENJAMIN HARBISON.

othkb kxvpx^sions op soi'.row.

Governor Pattison. of Pennsylvania, sent this
message to Mr. P. X. Sherman:.

I desire to express the sincere sympathy of the
people of Pennsylvania for the family of General
Sherman, of wuose "leath I have just been advisbd.
His patrior/c faithful and invaluable services to
his country will over be gratefully remembered.
Governor Burleigh, of Maine, sent this despatch

to Miss Rachci Sherman:.
Accept my profoundest sympathy in this sad

hour of affliction. All That is mortal of Genaral
Sherman has passed away, but the lustre of his
fame, tho enduring achievement of his great career,
can never die. They will be helJ in cherished remembranceis long as human rights are respectcd
and liberty is loved.
Governor .Tames E. Campbell, of Ohio, sent this

message to General Thomas Kwing: -Asthe represenative f the people of Ohio I
claim the body of General William T. Sherman for
burial on the soil of th.* State which gave him
birth. The people of Ohio will keep his grave
green.

VKTERAK-f CAM, AT TUtT HOUKK.

A number of veterans called at the house
in the evening. They expressed surprise
when told they could not enter and
were more surprised when told that
General Sherman's body will not lie in state. "It's
pretty hard not to be ab'e to look on the face of
our old commander again," said one, voicing the
opinion of his companions.
A military guard was placed in the hallway of

the residence at half-past seven o'clock in the
evening, and will remain there until the body is
removed. The guard consists af two men from

Battery M, First regiment of artillery. United
States Army.
Among the visitors in the evening were Mrs.

Damrosch, Secretary Blaine's daughter; Mrs. Hoy,
J. W. Pinohat and a delegation from Reno Post, G.
A. R.
Resolutions expressing sorrow at the death of

General Sherman and Admiral Porter and sympathy
with the bereaved famines were adopted by the
Memorial Committee of the Grand Army of the
Rspublic, of King's county, at their annual meetingin Brooklyn last night.
The Steckler Association also passed appropriate

resolutions of sorrow and sympathy.
PREMONITION OF DEATH.

General C. H. T. Collis, one of the
callers at the house last night, said to
me:."General Sherman had a presentiment
of his approaching end two weeks ago,
before he was taken ill at all. We met on our way
to an affair at ex-Judf.e Dillon's home. I mentioned
the approaching anniversary o£ General Grant's
birthday, which occurs April 27.

'I'll be dead and gone by that time.' said Shermanearnestly with a foreb-ding look in his eve.

"I laughed at the remark and tried to cheer him
up, as he seemed a bit blue, but he only answered
my jokes with a more serious manner,
saying:.'I feel it coming. Sometimes when
I get home from an entertainment or

banquet, especially these wintry nights, I
feel death reaching out for me, as it were,
I suppose I'll take cold some night and go to bed
never to rise again.'
"His words were prophetic. It is but a week ago

last Wednes lay night that he caught cold at the
theatre that eventuated in nis death."

"WE WILL JOIN THIM SOON."
Singularly enough, in a despatch from Chicago.

Judge Walter Q. Gr-sham, who held a command
under General Sherman from 1861 until the army
reached Atlanta, pays:."Three weeks ago I visited
General Sherman at his home in New York. He
was then well, cheerful nni bright, and recalled a
number of incidents of the war.
"He mentioned a large uumber of our mutual

army friends who had died, and remarked,
Gresham, we will join them soon.' Little did I
then anticipate how near lie was to death."

T>B. ALEXANDRE'S STORY OF THE ILT.NESS.
Dr. C. T. Alexander gave the history of General

Sherman'-* illness la-<t evening. The doctor had
been almost incessantly at the General's b'>dsidu
from the time h's illness began and he had not had
more tuati two hours sleep am- day sine" Sundae.
"The Geueral, as is known," lie said, "caught

cold Wednesda a w el£ ago. ine next day he attendeda wedding asainst the urgent advice of the
members of his family. On Fri ay I was called in
and found the General suffering from a cold and a
sore throat.
"On Saturday he felt so much better that he

waDted to keep an appointment he had made for
thac day. On my advice, however, he desisted and
spent the day playing cards, I believe, with liis
family.

"Erysipelas set in on Sunday. He was flighty
that day and on Wednesday he became delirious.
The erysipelas spread over his face and the lymphaticglands in his necV became swollen. Tuesdayhe crew worse and I applied treatment for the
erysipelas/'
"Wednesday came and there was no chanrre for

the better, b it General Sherman slightly rallied on
Thursday morning. His rally was not such to in.sure oven faint ho: e of the General's recovery, and
I so informed Surgeon General Moore, at Washing-
i.uu.

"Friday was the turning point for the patient.
The erysipelas bad almost corci'ieto y disappeared,
but the attack had left the General very ninch
weakened. His old cotupla'ut, bronchial trouble
and asthma, I think, killed General Sherman.

"in his weakened condition he was unable to
throw off tha rnncus which gathered in his throat.
The mucus accumulated, and the General wae
slowly strangled ro death.

"I think be suffered greatly. There was always
the quick respiration, the gasp for breath, but he
bore everything without a murmur and no one
could have been more heroic.

iSince Tuesday w had practically abandoned
all hope of General Sherman's recovery."

HOW THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF GENEEAL SHEBMAN'SDKATH WAt K CE1VKD A TH* CAPITAL.
Washington, Fob. 11, 1891..The President had

Just finished his luncheon and was walking up
stairs to his office when the bulletin announcing
the death of General Sherman reached the White
Hou^e. The telegraph operator handed the despatchto Private Secretary HuMord, who hastened
to inform the President and met him on the stairway.The President was very much shocked at the
intelligence, as he and General Sherman had been
near and dear friends for many years.
A few minutes afterward the President received a

brief telegram from Senator Sherman announcing
his brother's death. He thereuj)on sent for GeneralGrant, who Is acting as Secretary of War, and
Major General Schofield and gave instructions for
full military honors for the dead soldier, and made
several suggestions in regard to the character of
the general order announcing General Sherman's

BRUARY 15, 1891.-DECUP:
death to the army. Ha also issued an exeoutive
order announcing the loss to the country.

ihk message to cosoiiess.
The President this afternoon sent the following

message to Congress:.
To tiik Senate asi> IIocsk or Rki-reskntatives:.
The death of William Tecuinseh Sherman, which took

place to-day at his residence, in the city of New York, at
ten minntes to two P. M., is an event that will brinjj sorrowto the heart of everj' patriotic citizen.
No living American wast so loved and venerated as he.

To look noon bis face, to hoar bis naiue. was to have one's
love of country intensified. He served his country, ni>t

for fam«, not out of a sense of professional duty, bnt for
love of the flag and of the beneficent civil Institutions of
which it was the emblem.
He was an ideal soldiar and shared to the fnllsst the

esprit dr corps of the army, but he cherished tho civil
Institutions organized under the constitut:ou. and was

only a soldier that these might be perpetuatod in undl*
rninislied usefulness and honor, lie was in nothing
an imitator. A profound stndent of military
Bcionce nnd precedent, he drew from them principlesand suggestions,. and so adapted them to
novel conditions that his campaigns will continue to be
the profitable study of the military profession throughoutthe world. Mis genial nature mane him comrade to

every soldier of the great Union army. N'o presence was

so welcome and inspiring at the camp fire or com

mandery as his. His career was complete: his honors
were fu'.l. Ho had received from the government the
highest rank knowu to our military establishment, and
from the people unstinted gratitude and love.
No word of niino can add to his fame ills death has

followed in startling quickness that of the Admiral of
tho Navy, ana it is a sad and notable incident th*t when
the department under which he served shall have put on

the usual emblems of mourning, four of the eight exeeu.

tivo departments will be simultaneously dmpod in hlack
and one other has but to-day removed the crape from its

walls.HKSJ.iau aAivninuii.

EXI:CUT!V3 MASSIOX, Feb. 14. ISO!.
IN CONGRESS.

The news of General Sherman's death was receivedat the House of Representatives a few minutesbefore two o'clock, and too members to whom
tbe news was handed convoyed its contents to
their associates, so that in a short time it was generallyknown. It was so well understood that he
could tire but a few days at the utmost that the announcementof his death was received quietlv and
without exciting remark from the comparatively
few members who wore in tl e hall at .the time.
The Speaker having laid before the House the messagefrom tbe President announcing the death of
General Sherman it was referred to the Committee
on Military Arfairs.
At half-past three th* message of the President

announcing the death of Gen- ral Sherman was laid
before the Se:iate. Mr. Havvley rose and ottered
tlie resolutions expressive of profound sorrow at
the announcement. They were adopted unanimously,and on m<>tion 01 Mr. Mawley the presidingollicer was requested to appoint a committee of
Ave Senators to attend tho funernl of General
Sherman.

MILITARY OHI)KBK.
On the day of tho funeral the troops at every

military post will be paraded, ufier which a 1
labors for tbe day will cease. The national flag
will be displayed at half start" un il the closa of
the funeral. On the day of the funeral a salute of
seventeen guns will be fired at half htuir intervals,

,.Ir l W TKn nlKoca r.¥

the army will wear the usual ba Iges of mourning,
and the oolors of the several regiments and baiailiunswill bo draped in mourning tor a period of
six mouths. Other necessary orders will be iasued
hereafter.

gbseital shkfsman'b lettkk about hi3 bubial

to hansom g. a r. pos:, of st. i.ouis.
St. Louis. Mo., Feb. 14, 189'1..In February, 1890,

on the occasion of General Sherman's seventieth
birthday, the members of Ransom Post, Grand
Army of the Republic, of which General Sherman
was the first commander, sent the General many
congratulatory letters and telegrams.
The old warrior, in replying to these, among other

things said:.
"I have again and again been urged to allow my

namn tp be transferred to the roster of some one of
the many reputable posts of the Grand Army or the
Beiiublic here, but my invariable answer tias been
'No,' that Ransom p> st has Htood by mo ,'ince its
beginning and 1 will stand by it to my end, and
then that, in its organized capacity, it will deposit
my poor body in Calvary Cemetery aiongsido my
faithfulwife and idolized 'soldier b >y.'

"ill? hi-alth continues good, so my comrades of
Ransom i-o>-t must guard theirs, that they may be
able to fulfil this fcaored duty imposed by their
first commander.

God bless you all. W. X. SHERMAN."
Calvary Cemetery is in this city and Is one of the

most beautiiul spots In St. Louis. It is expected
the General's desire in this matter wi.l be carried
out. although, of course, the family's wishes Trill
rulo in the case. ....

GKIEF OF THE DUC de CHARTRF.8.

lex1 CABI/3 TO THE hkbat.d.i
Paris, Feb. 14. 18yl..The Due de Chartros, upon

hearing of the dangerous illness of General Sherman,expressed deep feit grief over the news, saying:."Asan ex-officer of th<> Army of the Potomac,
and as an ardent admirer of the glories of the
United States, I am most afflicted at the possibility
of anything happening to tno General."

ADMIRAL POKIER » FUNERAL.
Washington, Feb. 14, 1891..In the Senate to-day

Mr. Chandler offered resolutions (which were agreed
to) that the Senate realized in tho death ot Admiral
Porter the loss to tlie country of an offacer of the

highest rank and diKticetion, whose achievements,
through a service of sixty-two years, had fitly
illustrated the courage and patriotism of the Americannavy; that the tendereBt sympathies of the
nation were present with his family in its time of
grief and that % committee of five Senators be appointedto attend his funeral.
Senators Cameron, Hale, .1 cPherson, Blackburn

and Chandler were appointed.
Governor Pattison. of Pennsylvania, and staff.

Adjutant General McClelland and Major General
Snowden and staff will attend the funeral of the
late Admir.il Porter next Tuesday.
Resolutions of regret were adopted in the House

ot Representatives to day, and tue following committeew».i appointed to attend the funeral:
Messrs. Boutelle, Herbert, O'Neill of Pennsylvania,
Flower, Lodge. McOreary and Vandever.
Annulments for the funeral of Admiral Porter

were L-ompleted to-day. Brief religious services
will be held at tho family residence at No. 1,712
H street Tuesday afternoon at two o'clock, at the
close of which the remains will be takeu to Arling
ton Cemetery tor interment. The naval regula!tions provided for the funeral <if an admiral will
be,followed as far as possible, but there are not
enough men on duty in this vicinity to make up
anywhere near the complement stated in the rules,
which is 5,000.
EX-SECtiETA.iY S U\KT'S FUNEIIAL.
Staunton, Va., Feb. 14, 1891..The following de'

gpatcli from tho Secretary of the Interior was receivedby Mayor Fultz, of Staunton, last evening:
"I iearu with deep regret of the death to-day of

my distinguished predecessor, Hon. Alexander It.
H. Stuart. In consideration of his eminent publio
service appropriate honors will be paid his mem-
cry i>y tu:s department.
Mayor i'ultz sent the following reply:.
"Your kind te egram lia* been communicated to

the family of the late ex Secretary Stuart, and it is
deeply appreciated by tliem. I have the honor to
Inform you that the funaral will take place on
Monday next at noon."

HARD LUCK FOK THE CHORUS GIRLS.

STRAKDED UY THE "BABK8 OF THF, WOODS"
FIASCO AND ALMOST DES ITU TE.

There is a colony of very needy and very dlsiheartened young women and some equally dejected
elderly women in the boarding houses along Clin;ton plaoe just now.

The young women are all from Chicago, and they
were members of the "Babos in the Woods" company,who were throwu out of employment after a

futile strike for back wage3 when the show came to
a sudden close owing to financial complications at
Mblo's a week ag>. The elderly women are the
mothers of some of the girls.
Mrs. i-DimoBs, the muther of one of the girls who

was in the chorus and also in the ballet, has been
.L.nnln.1 -.t 11. ,1 a .1 r... )-<>< I V.. XI'. fi ,-.1.

She aud Mise Eruinons. a very intelligent and good
locking young woman, were sorely distressed when
X saw thorn yesterday. Miss Emmons said she had
trtod bard to gut worn siuce bar enaagemen t in the
"Babes of the Woods" vtm broken off, but she
failed. Two woeks' pay was due her when she left
the company, and she and her molxmr have been
without monev since. They have been kept from
absolute destitution, and managed to keep a roof
over their heads, merely through the lenience of
the boarJinx bouse keeper.
To aud to iheir woes. Mrs. Ejnwons told me a

tickot to Chicago, which had been scut by a
charitably Inclined man from the Western
city who iu some way heard of their
straits, had been delivered by mistake at
another house in Clinton place where there hap|pened to I e another mother and daughter strauded
in the same way. who had coolly apj ropriated the
return ticket. Mrs. Emulous and ber daughter are
now in despair as to how they shall got back to
their Western home.
Other Chicago young women form?rly of the

"Eabes in the Woods" chorus.some ten of them in
all.are in Clinton place boarding bouses near by
where Mrs. Emmons and her daughter are stopping.They are all equally at their wits' ends for

1 means of support or of returning to the West.

LE SHEET.

BIG LOANS OF MONEY
ON D0UB1FUL SECURITY.

There Is Apparently No Doubt That the
Am rican Loan and Trust Company

Acted Injudiciously.

PRESIDENT BALDWIN MAY RETIRE.

The Dank Examiners Sliil at Work on Their
Investigation . Mr. Adler Declares

That llioss Notes Sigaetl by the
Simpsons Are Genuine.

The bank examiners are still in charge of the
books and assets of the American Loan and Trust
Company. Examiner Cahill will probably not be
ready to make a report to the Superintendent of
the Banking Department u til to-morrow night.
Meantime the question as to whether or not the

American Loau and Trust Company is insolvent remainsunsettled.
On one point there appears to be uo doubt whatever.theconcern, under President Baldwin's

management, lias certainly made a number of
Joa>is on very doubtful security. Whether or not
these injudiuious accommodations have boen made
to au extent which impairs the solvency of the
company is the question which the bank examiners'
investigation wiil determine.
The directors of the American Loan and Trust

Company.except, of course, those who were speciallyfavored In the matter of loans.are said to be
dissatisfied who the present management or ine

company, and it is quite likely that in May next,
when the annual election is held, President O. D.
Baldwin may be asked to retire.

It is known that ex-Senator Thomas C. Piatt, for
instance, retired from the Board of Directors six
weeks ago because he was dissatisfied with Mr.
Baldwin's way of doing business.

BALDWIN AND HIS FRIENDS.

Mr. Baldwin is an able and experienced financier
it is admitted on all hands, but he is said to be unfortunatetn hia choice of friends, and he has given
loan accommodations to certaiu favored directors
which were indiscreet to say the least.
What he was most criticised for yesterday, when

the Hebam>'h exclusive exposure of the managementof the trust company was commented upon
in Wall street, was the heavy loan.amounting to

nearly halfa million dollars, or one-half the capitalstock of the company.to the Decatur, Chesapeakeand New Orleans Railroa 1 Company, a small,
unimp' rtant road which exists chiefly on paper,
and whose securities have no market value. But
the responsibility tor this heavy loan should be
shared equally, perhaps, by George A. Evans, the
director who is interested, through McCrackeu &
Co., railroad contractors, in the building of the
road, and throusrh whose influence in tha Board of
Directors of the triiBt company the loan was

secured.
Secretary Thurston was as cheerful as over yes

terday at the trust company's oflioes. The fact
that there was an undoubted run on the institu-
tionduring the day, and that the window of the
paying teller was crowded with customers, who
were taking out their deposits, did not seem to
ruffle him in the least. Mr. Thurston's chipner
manner was in great oontraat to the depression
and nervousness which President Baldwin manifested.
"Oh, yes," said Mr. Thurston, "we will cime out

of this ordeal all right. We are not insolvent and
the examination will prove it." This was what
Mr. Thurston said substantially to all inquirers.

sxocg "kiting" dknjjcd.
He also denied, and so did President Baldwin, a

story which was current on Wall street to the effect
that the trust company had been "kiting" the
stock of the Thirl National Bank. Both official*
denied positively that the company owned any of
the Third National's stock.
The story was to this effect:.When the Third

National Bank was under a cloud, a few months
ago, by reason of the connection of some of its
officers with the Simmons-Pell bank wrecking
syndicate, the American Loan and Trust Company
bought up some of the stock of the banlt, which
was then at a depreciated value.
Subsequently Pres dont Baldwin used this stock,

it is sa d, as collateral to obtain heavy loai.s for
the trust company from the Third National
throiv h the then acting president, W. C. I uckhout.
Mr. Buckhout, now the vice president of the Third
National, was cashier of the Fourth National when
Mr. Baldwin was its president, and is a close friend
and ally of his former chief. No bank will dare to
depreciate its own stock by refusing it as collateral
xur 1uituB, »uu kju niio iniuLijiiU iur. xmiuvxu, ib it*

said, was en bied to force the Third National to
grant extensive advance to his institution.

DOES NOT DENY THE CHABOK.
Mr. Baldwin as I have said, denied this story

yesterday, ana so did Mr. Bnckhout. But the latterdid not deny the charge printed in yosterday's
HebaUj as ha'ing been originally brought by Iniformer Ritch to tlie efl'ect tl at President Baldlwin caused to be made a fictitious entry in the
boots of the trust company of a deposit of $,!00,000
in t; e Thitd National Bank, the tact being that no
such deposit was made at the time m ntioned.the
last itay of December last. That was the day when
the semi-annual statement to the Banking Depart;meut had to be made up, and th-> object of Mr.
Baldwin was. according to this story, to make a
mom favorable showing as to the amount of caah
on han:l.
In reply to questions about this transaction Mr.

Buekhoutdid not deny the story in so many words.
He talked evasively, but neither affirmed nor denied
the report.
President Harper, of the Mutual Reserve Life As'sociation.of which Mr. Baldwin is the vice president.authorizeda denial f Inforinor Ritch's

story that Ms association had borrowed $100,000 of
the trust company. From another ofl'cisl of the
insurance company the Significant fact was learned
that Mr. Harper s company used to keep an ac!count with the American Li>an and Trust Company,
where its deposits at one time amounted to
*300,000. But now, tor some unexplained reason,
it keeps no money on deposit there whatever.

FORGKII S[GSATUKKS TO NOTES.
Among Mr. Ritch's charges against the

American Loan and Trust Compauy was one to the
effect that In 1887 the company h.id adv&coed
$o3,0'i0 to W. A. Adler, of Spring Vailey. N. Y., takingas security eight notes bearing '.tie signature of
W. Simpson, J. Simpson & Co. and .T. Simpson for
amounts aggregating $04,000. These notes, Mr.
Ritch declared, turned out to be forgeries.

VV. Simpson, xlawnbroker. of No. !>1 Park row,
when asked about the matter said --"Some two
years ago, I think it was. I heard that the American
Loan and Trust Company had made a large loan on

forged notes. What the amount was I
have forgotten. About that time someonefrom the Amt-vican Loan ami Trust
Company called on me and showed me a note purportingto be drawn by me in favor of somebody
iiimed Adler NV. M. Adler, I believe, a laau whom
I had never known. 1 don't remember what the
amount was, but it was large. I understood that
it was one of similar notes on which the company
had made a loan. The representative of the trust
company asked me if the signature was mine, i
tolrt'hiiii that it wasn't: that it was a foreerv. What
was the upshot of the business I don't know. I
lost no m^ney by it: it was no concern of mine
and I didn't bother my head about it."

J. Simpson & Co.. pawnbrokers, do business at
Ko. '226 Park row. I was told there that the two
senior members of the tirm wer.' absent, J. Simpsonbe ng at his home in Pi»ekskill and C. Simpson
in Canada. But H. Simpson, a son of J. Simpson,
said he heard that the American J.oan and Trust
Company had advanced a large sum of mono? to
one W. >1. Adler on forged uotes alleged to have
been drawn in his favor by J. Simpson & Co. ana
J. Simpson.

"I don't recollect how many note* there were,"
added Mr. Simpson," "but I know that on one or
more notps the name of the firm hai boon forged,
and that on auother note, or perhaps more, tlic
name of J. S.mpson had been forged. Mow the matterwas settled between John Adler and the AmericanLoan atid Trust Company I dou'i know. We
didn't lose anything by it HUd consequently didn't
pay much attention to the matter."

MB. ADLKIi's isIDE OF THE STOCY.

jBT TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD, 1
Srr.iNG Valley, N. Y., Feb. 14, 1891..Y/hen Adlei

was seen at home In Spring Valley to-nlcht he de
nied all knowledge of the charge. He showed nc

great surprise, however.
"The notes,;' he said, "are genuine and W9rc

made by 3. E. Simpson & Co., at that time clothiers
on Third street, New York. There were eleven,
think, ma.le by Simpson from t.me to time, payable
to me. Six were paid when they became due, bui
the remaining five were left in the hands of the

1?
American Loan and Trust Company, not as cnimtjeral lior for collection, but simply for safekeeping,
AVl-tn they are due I expect they will bo paid. Sev-

"I transacted considerable business with the
Simpsons and often loaned them money and timy
returned the favor by giving these notes to ji:<2
without security. T think most of tlicm. how- vor,
were for a consideration, though I cannot state the
amount given. 'lhe loans made to mo by the
American Loan an 1 Trust Company amount to
$31,500, with interest from some time io 1 88, I believo.They were made in sums of $ ',600, \c., >1tilthey reached $42.0^. 1 gave forty-two bonds ol
the Asbury Park Gas Company of §1,000 each as
security.
"The Simpson notes never were used to secure

these loans. The loans were paid as they matured
until th'y now amount to but $J:,5U0. I can't
understand why the charge was made. The
American company is not interested in the
notes. There is action now pending against the
American oompauy, Instituted by Onarlcs H.
Fletcher, regarding the $12,0'J0 in bonds, claiming
it hadn't a right to use the bonds 011 the loans.
The case was once tried before Judge Barrett in
Supreme Court, Special Term, 011 January li, ix<9,
and ha decided that the security came to them
rightfully and «es prcperly hoi i as such.

'Fletcher is one of the incorporators of tho AsburyPark Gas Company. Tho case will again como

tip, l owsibly on Thursday next in the Special Term
of the Supreme Court. 1 don't know where the
Simpsons now are, but their pa er is goo 1, 110
matter what is tbe result of tho action brought by
Fletcher. It will not afl'ect these n^tes. The
trust company cannot hold them as collateral. Tho
notes amount to $(U,000."

3Ir. AdSer said tho charge was probably made to
create feeling in the bond case.

ALL EUROPE WILL BE AT THE FAIR.

riiANCE HAS ACCEPTED THE INVITATION AND

OTHER NATIONS WILL FOLLOW.

[BY CABLE TO THE HERALD.]
Pahis, Feb. 11, 1891..The invitation tendered by

the United States to tho French government to

take part in the Columbian exhibition to be held
in Chicago was accepted by the Cabinet without
discussion. In speaking of the matter a high
official said to United States Minister R6id:."I
think France is the first country to accept the invitation.I hope so anyway."
A cabinet Minister said, smilingly, "We have acceptedthe invitation in spite of the new American

tariff law."
Mr. Whitelaw Keid. the United States Minister,

in transmitting to the Foreign Office the Cn ted
Stales government's invitation asking France to be
officially represented at the World's Fair in Chicago,aiso sent a friendly note to M. Kibot, Ministerof Foreign Affairs, and has received a response
of a most cordial nature.
Before the invitation reached the United Stare.3

Legation M. Kibot asked Mr. Reid informally
whether France had been invited to send a representationto the fair. Mr. Reid replied, ''Certainly,"adding that he had I.on forgotten the joy
with whicq France learned of the United States'
acceptance of her invitation to be represented at
the Paris Exposition of 1889 at the time the Europeangovernments were giving the Republic the
cold shoulder. Mr. Keid added, "So when the invitationto attend the Chicago fair arrives I trust
that you will remember this."
M. Ribot replied :."Do not have any fears as to

the spirit wherewith the invitation will be received.
You can count uponj the cordial co-operation of
France in the Chicago fair."

M., Berger director of the recent exposition in
Paris, heads the French delegation which will be
sent to Chicago. Ho is upon the point of conferringwith Mr. Reid in regard to the fair.

MR. IINCOLN CONFERS WITH SAII3BUKY ABOUT

THE COLUMBIAN EXHIBITION.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Washington, Feb. 14, 1891..I learn to-day that

Minister Lincoln's "long and important interview
with Lord Salisbury" a day or two ago had no

especial international significance, but that
it referred entirely to the question of an

official i artioipation by the British governmentin the World's Fair at Chicago.
Lord Salisbury needed particular and detailed
information respecting the fair, and especiallyof the nature and extent of the connection
of the general government with it, prior to bringingthe matser of official representation before a

Cabinet Council.
This information has been napplied by Minister

Lincoln, under instructions frjm the State Peipartment, and the Minister is stated to be hopeful
of a favorable result, provided nothing
untoward happens to the fair on tliia
side of the water. The McKinley Tariff
act is not found to bo an insuperable
objection. The Giadstonian view is generally
adopted that tlie McKinley act is an experiment of
which our own people are likely to tire before
serious injury is done to our foreign commercial
relations.
If the British government should decide to take

partiutne fair it is expected that the Prince of
Witles will be placed at the head of the official commission,provided his health will permit. Otherwisethe Marquis of Loina or the Duke of Fife is
likely to be nominated as chairman, either being
regarded as well adapted to make the fair "go" in
Great Britain.

IT Irt EXPECTED THAT HE- GEBW.VN PEOPLE

WILL THBONO THE CHICAGO I'.MK.

[COPYRIGHT, 1891, BY THE NEW YOBK ASSOCIATED PRESS.]
Beiiun, Feb. 14, 1891..The Foreign Office has receivedthrough Mr. Phelps, the United State3 Minister,the official invitation from the government

of the United Slates asking Germany to take part lu
thft Wrti»M'q "Fair t.n hp IiaLI in ill 1K0.1.
The invitation has been sent by the Foreign Offioeto the authorities ot the different States of the

Empire, in order that German manufacturers may
be oousulted and the commercial bodies report oe|
fore sending an answer to Washington. It is exixiected in official circles that there will be a rush
of German exhibitors, for whom it will be necessaryto secure the largest obtainable space.

WORK AGAIN STOPPKD BY A MOB.

EIOTEF.S DRIVE OCX THE ITALIANS EMPLOYED

BY WORLD'S FAIR CONTRACTORS.

[BY T LKGRAPH TO THffi HRKALD i
Chicago, Feb. 14, 1891..'ihe contractors at JacknonPark tried to sneak the Italian laborers to the

Sixty-third street entrance of the park this afternoonin order that work might be resumed upon
the sewer there, but the pickets of the
native workinginen were on the alert and notiilied the main body of the move. In a few
ii_oments a perfect torrent of men rushed upon the
unsuspecting Italians, and with "Death to the
Dagos!" as tbe battle cry, proceeded to "do up" tha
imuorted laborers in quick order.
80 frightened wore the Italians that they could

not dp.lend themselves. J browing down their
tools thov scaruuered in evevv direction, but nor
until several of them had been severely hurt.
The contractors are thorouenly enraged, and say

they cannot do their work if their men are not
protected. They further say if the work at the
park is to be controlled by an irresponsible mob
they will never go' it done. The police do not
seem disposed to afford the Italians any protection,
and as a consequence the rioters have eTerythinjf
their own way.
Hundreds of idle men hang around Jackson

Park day and night and swear they will kill any
Italian v/ho dares show his head.

SPENCEIi'S WOUND SELF-INFLICTED.

[by telegraph to tub herald.i
Tnor, X. Y., Feb. 14, 1831..Robert Spencer, who

is dying from a pi.itol shot wound, in Cohoea, has
told many diffiront stories of the shooting,but
wbeu lio was informed to-day that he oould not recoverho said that he shot himself. It is now

thought that lie learod insanity and preferred
death to detenti on in an asylum. Spenoer is an
engineer by trade. It is said that he left New
York on Wednesday.
He told Dr. Parker that he had shot himself

wniie at iue root 01 Lansing stveot ai;cl liieu walked
up Lansing street, bat before entering Mr. Bowler's '

residence threw tile pistol in the yard. A searcU
in the > arcl proved" this 8tateinent to bo corroct,
the pistol beiug found in the snow. There is uo
bullet hole through the coat and vest, but only
thr<>uah the shirt. The sutc detheorv issu»iiiiueJ
by informatii<n ubtainod from relatives.

FALSE itUMUiiS FiiOM aIE.ni'; 3.
City of Mexico (via Galveston, ?«». 14,

1891..There is no truth in >Lp >.uior3 of trouble
telegraphed from here. Evoryt.ii-i^ is quie' tnd

'
peace prevails throughout, tir< co,;tt.»-j'. .'>»r,erril

' Dla:'. and his government aie y .j a *r 4,12a iiv'.-e ~i
} no opposition.


